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Mistorie  of  the  nDanuscrfpt 
nnb  IPcwter  iPlate. 

OME  twenty  years  ago,  while  examining  miscellaneous  papers  in 
my  grand  father's  library,  I  found  a  slip  of  paper  with  the  following 
lines  in  the  hand-writing  of  my  uncle,  Samuel  Neilson  '  : 

"  This  pewter  plate  and  spoon  and  the  Prayer  Book  in  the 
"  language  of  the  Illinois  are  relics  of  Pere  Marquette,  the  nus- 
"  sionary.  They  were  for  many  years  kept  at  the  Mackinack 
"  Mission,  then  brought  to  the  Quebec  College.     Pere  Cazot 

the  last  Jesuit,  gave  them  to  my  father,  thirty  years  ago.  for  having  sent  him  the 

Gazelle  so  long.  "  —  S.  N.  Aug.  1828.  " 

The  slip  evidently  referred  to  the  prayer  book  now  reproduced  in  facsimile,  and 
10  the  plate  and  spoon  of  which  exact  illustrations  are  also  given.  Our  family  tradi- 
tions corroborate  the  written  testimony  of  my  uncle's  memorandum. 

.1.     ^'T^^"""''  '''''*'°  s"':'»«'«l  l"s  (»"•",  in  xm.    as  proprietor,  editor  and  printer  of 
the  Quehec  Gairllr,  the  official  jonmal  of  the  colony. 

[7] 


him   trudging  from  village  to    village,  reachng  from  >t    ^^^  ^       J,\,,, 
wandering  savages  the  quaint  P->-^;"<^,    >-7^°  "  -  °    *    f""" 
amotions  .,  more  or  '7;-;:;- .^rS      sTotris  neither  cumbersome 

:::r!;r::S-:iSta=-^^ 

[8] 


long  and  tedious  journeys   'the  pewter  plate  and  spoon  '  and  ■■  l'r.tces  llinic.f  " 
doubtless  formed  part  of  his  travelling  equipment. 

In  May  1675.  Marquette  feeling  liis  healtli  giving  «a.v  determined  to  return  to 
the  liead  mission  of  St.  Ignatius,  three  hundred  miles  away,  on  the  island  of  .\Iichili 
mackinack.  Weak  and  exhausted  he  started  with  two  companions  but  liis  strength 
was  not  equal  to  his  courage- he  died  during  the  journey-on  the  19th  of  the  month. 
A  touching  account  of  his  death  is  given  by  PJre  Claude  Dablon,  in  his  •■  Relations 
Inedites  de  la  .\ouvelle  France  vol.  U.  pages  2.-33,  I'aris,  rS6,."  His  companions 
reverently  consigned  his  remains  to  the  grave  and  continued  their  journev  to  St. 
Ignatius  carrying  with  them  the  saintly  missionary's  effects.  The  Dablon  story  of  his 
death  sufficiently  explains  why  some  of  Marcpiettes  effects  were  preserved  as  relics 
and  venerated  as  such  by  his  brethern  and  his  Indian  converts  for  long  years  after 
his  death. 

The  friendly  relations  of  my  grandfather  with  the  Jesuits  e.xplains  how  these 
relics  came  into  his  possession.  He  arrived  in  Quebec  from  Scotland  in  1790.  In 
1 792.  he  inherited  from  his  brother  the  Qn.dn  Gau/h-  and  with  it  the  appoint- 
ment of  King's  Printer.  His  office  Books  show  that  from  that  time  until  the  death  of 
I'ere  Casot.  the  last  survivor  of  his  order  in  Canada,  he  sent  these  good  priests  the 

[9] 


U«  wrote  that  th=  relics  were  ..ven  for  ''-'"S       -^^J  *,^  a^.criminatin,  collector 
grandfather,  even  in  those  early  days  was  a  mosardet  _^^_^^^^^^^        ^_^^ 

:-;-:tin:;t:SL^c^^ 

be teatlv  appreciated  and  safely  preserved  by  h,s  young  fnend. 

of  Laon  (Marquette  s  birthplace,  V  ranee,  O  '^  4.        »■  ^^,,.^^  _„       ,„,  ,,,  ,, 

,6,  .800,  and  his  remains  were  bnned  m  thechancel  ot      _  ^^^  ^^^^^^^   ^^.^^^ 

,«.7,V/ /»»-'/"■ /^'""-'-'"-•'■'-:- >"'•"'."■  ^I  Vhieh  and  low,   Protestant  and 

charming  personality  which  endeared  h,m  to  ^1 ;  H^    "^  British  Govern- 

Catholic.  At  his  death,  as  pre-settled  by  the  -  ^  ^^^-J J    '^        ^^^^^,„.      ,„„,,,„ 

,„ent  became  possessed  •>^,^'^^ir''::!:Z^^t^^^  ^^  ^^^  P^"^'^  ='"'''°" 

,  „  the  title  page  the  inscription  -Collegii  Keteeus.  Soc. 

I.  -Many  old  volumes  be;iriug  uii  the  title  page  ...e 

[  lo] 


to  the  Jesuits,  appear  in  the  published  official  inventory  of  the  Jesuit  possessions 
which  was  printed  in  1824-it  would  seem  that  much  of  their  personal  l.elonRinjrs  had 
been  privately  disposed  of  by  gift  or  sale  before  iSoi. ' 

The  portrait  of  Father  Cazot  is  reproduced  from  a  rare  contemporar\-  engraving 
by  Violet,  in  the  collection  of  the  writer.  Thit  of  I'ather  Marquette  is  the  only  like- 
ness existing  with  any  presumption  of  genuineness,  its  history  is  given  in  the  follow- 
ing extract  : 

(Extract  of  Jesuit  Relations  and  allied  documents,  edited  by  Reuben  Gold  Thwaites. 
Vol.  LXXI-Page  400-an  alleged  portrait  of  Father  Marquette):- "Father  Jacque.OIar- 
quette  is  not  represented  in  the  McNab  ■  portraits  because  no  likeness  of  that  famous  n.ission- 
ary  was  then  known  to  exist.  A  letter  of  Father  E.  .Mollet,  then  at  I.aon,  I^rauce  (the  birth 
place  of  Marquette,  to  Father  Felix   ^tarti„,  dated  .\«g.  ,9,   ,s.,„,  ,„d  preserved  iu  the 

Jesu   Catal   infer,  an  i;45.';  still  form  part  of  my  Librarv-as  well  as  a  set  of  '■Rdatior.' 

0„^h;rfs,','"nr"°''-'  ®?  ■   ■  "'^P""  ">,  "'?  "°'"'=  "f  As.sembly  on  Education  in  the  Province  01 
yuebec,  1824,  pages  209  to  jig-or  ni  the  fruich  version  of  the  same   pages  226  to  ^8 

[■■] 


.        ,^,je  was  no  tradition  surviving 
„chiv«  o.  St.  M.r>'»CoU.g^show»'h-at  that    .^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^,„.„„„,. 

in  the  Marquette  family  relative  to  the  ex«t 

""'""  cut  of  this  dar.«e»  there  has  at  last  ~;- j-Xg' tl^::'  t^'^'Z  \Z 
,,e.rti,tMcNnb.rotetotheeditorfro™  Torono  ddar.^  ^^^^^^^^^^  .„  „^ 

:  j^lived  to  he  a  contemporary  portr.    «f  M«q--  •^;^^^  ^,„„^,,,,,  ,„  „«rtocU  two 

vinter  of  .896-07,  Wile  -"'"'S'''^,  t^^\'bbi L  and  scraps  of  broken  boards  on  top  of 
rnch  bovs  drawing  a  b^ud  cart  loaded  ^.tl  '^^^  ,„,„tio„.     Pickmg  .t  «P 

S;  was  thrown  au  olo  panel  ;>-';J;^J^t-tf  thut^^  '»  '-  ^  "'^  "°"r  r^ 
,  enquired  as  to  where  they  had  found  t.-0.  all  ^^^^^  ^„^  p,,,,ed  to 

krwould  not  speak  further  whether  from  f«g--  „,  „^,  ,,  ^.„  to 

nart  with  it  for  a  little  silver...     .Vfter  keeping  "  ""  ^^.^^  ™„ch  time  and  great 

:     o«  he  diu  which  was  held  fast  by  many  -' -'J""        and  coloring  and  could  be 
Z .     The  face  is  a  wonderful  fine  example  of  mode    ^  ^  ^^^  ^^^ 

Iken  for  a  work  of  Rembrandt,  were  .t  »<"  ^         /.  though  cracks  and  dirt  have 
::ra:etoUneswhichUake.eKpla^^^^^^  ^^^^,,_,,,,  .       ite 

aContemporarj-..-" 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  put  this  manuscript  at  the  disposal  of  the  Literary 
and  Historical  Society  to  be  reproduced  in  a  limited  edition  of  300  copies  for  distribu- 
tion to  their  Exchanges,  exalted  personages,  Great  Libraries  and  others,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  Three  Hundredth  Celebration  of  the  Founding  of  Quebec. 

I.  I..  H.  N. 
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